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ABSTRACT

This article explores the significance of adopting a competency-based approach in fostering pedagogical tolerance
within higher education institutions. Pedagogical tolerance refers to an individual's capacity to accept and appreciate
diverse perspectives, experiences, and cultures within an educational setting. The challenges to promoting tolerance
in higher education, such as cultural differences, prejudice, and resistance to change, are discussed. The competency-
based approach, which focuses on developing essential skills, knowledge, and attitudes, is proposed as a solution to
nurture pedagogical tolerance. Key competencies, including cultural awareness, communication skills, critical
thinking, empathy, collaboration, and conflict resolution, are identified as crucial elements in this process.
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INTRODUCTION

In the dynamic landscape of higher education, the
pursuit of knowledge and intellectual growth is
complemented by an equally critical goal - the
development of well-rounded individuals who
embrace diversity and foster an inclusive learning
environment. As our world becomes increasingly
interconnected, higher education institutions must
take up the mantle of nurturing students' abilities to
embrace diverse perspectives and promote
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pedagogical tolerance. Pedagogical tolerance, defined
as the capacity to accept and appreciate differing
viewpoints, cultures, and experiences, is not only an
essential aspect of personal growth but also a
fundamental attribute of a harmonious and
constructive academic community.

The traditional approach to higher education, focused
solely on imparting subject-specific knowledge, often
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falls short in preparing students to navigate an ever-
changing global society. To bridge this gap, an
innovative and effective solution has emerged in the
form of a competency-based approach to the
formation of pedagogical tolerance. This approach
seeks to identify and cultivate specific competencies
and skills that enable students to engage
empathetically and constructively with diverse
perspectives.

This article aims to explore the significance and
implications of the competency-based approach in
fostering pedagogical tolerance within higher
education institutions. We will delve into the essential
competencies that contribute to the development of
pedagogical tolerance, the challenges faced by
academic communities in promoting tolerance, and
the implementation strategies that educational
institutions can employ to embed these competencies
within their curricula and campus culture.

The path towards achieving pedagogical tolerance
necessitates a departure from the traditional one-size-
fits-all  teaching paradigm. By embracing a
competency-based approach, - higher education
institutions have the opportunity to create an
environment where students not only gain academic
proficiency but also evolve into compassionate and
open-minded global citizens. As we embark on this
journey towards nurturing pedagogical tolerance
through competencies, we take a step closer to
building a future where diversity is celebrated,
empathy is cultivated, and academic excellence goes
hand in hand with a profound understanding and
acceptance of the richness of human experience.

METHODS
To conduct this study, a purposive sampling technique

was employed to select higher education institutions
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that exhibited a diverse student population and
demonstrated a willingness to participate in the
competency-based approach. Institutions from
different geographical regions and academic
disciplines were considered to ensure a comprehensive
representation.

To promote student engagement and self-directed
learning, student-centered activities, such as group
projects, debates, and problem-solving exercises, were
introduced. These activities encouraged collaborative
learning, fostering empathy and understanding among
students.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Understanding Pedagogical Tolerance

Pedagogical tolerance refers to an individual's capacity
to accept and appreciate diverse perspectives,
experiences, and cultures within an educational
setting. It emphasizes open-mindedness, empathy,
and respect for others, regardless of their backgrounds
or beliefs. The importance of pedagogical tolerance
lies in its ability to create a positive learning
atmosphere that fosters intellectual curiosity and
mutual respect.

Challenges to Pedagogical Tolerance in Higher
Education

Higher education institutions often witness an array of
challenges to nurturing pedagogical tolerance. Some
of the common hurdles include:

-Cultural Differences: Students from diverse cultural
backgrounds may struggle to relate to one another
due to varying belief systems, norms, and values.
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-Prejudice and Stereotypes: Deep-rooted prejudices
and stereotypes can hinder meaningful interactions
and constructive discussions in the classroom.

-Lack of Awareness: Students and educators may not
be fully aware of the significance of pedagogical
tolerance or the benefits it brings to the learning
process.

-Resistance to Change: Traditional teaching methods
and curricula might not encourage or prioritize the
development of pedagogical tolerance.

The Competency-Based Approach

A competency-based approach in education focuses
on nurturing specific skills, knowledge, and attitudes
required to succeed in a given field. Instead of a one-
size-fits-all curriculum, this approach tailors learning
experiences to individual needs and promotes hands-
on, practical learning. A competency-based framework
helps students develop essential competencies that go
beyond subject-specific knowledge, and this can be
leveraged to instill pedagogical tolerance.

Key Competencies for Fostering Pedagogical
Tolerance

-Cultural Awareness: Developing an understanding of
different cultures, traditions, and worldviews is
essential to appreciating diversity within the academic
community.

-Communication  Skills: Effective communication
promotes open dialogue, enables the exchange of
ideas, and helps in resolving conflicts constructively.

-Critical Thinking: Encouraging students to analyze
complex issues from various angles allows them to
challenge their assumptions and biases.
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-Empathy: The ability to put oneself in another's shoes
nurtures compassion and understanding, vital
elements in fostering tolerance.

-Collaboration: Group projects and team-based
activities encourage students to work with others from
diverse backgrounds, enhancing their tolerance and
cooperation.

-Conflict Resolution: Equipping students with conflict
resolution skills enables them to address differences in
opinion respectfully.

Implementing the Competency-Based Approach

-Faculty Development: Educators should receive
training to incorporate pedagogical tolerance
competencies into their teaching methods and
classroom activities.

-Diverse Curricula: Integrate diverse perspectives,
authors, and case studies into the curriculum to expose
students to a wide range of experiences and ideas.

-Student-Centered Learning: Encourage students to
take ownership of their learning journeys, allowing
them to explore subjects that interest them while
developing tolerance.

-Inclusive Campus Initiatives: Establish programs,
events, and support systems that celebrate diversity
and promote an inclusive campus culture.

-Assessment of Competencies: Evaluate students'
progress in developing pedagogical tolerance through
performance-based assessments, reflections, and
feedback.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the competency-based approach to the
formation of pedagogical tolerance in higher
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education institutions emerges as a powerful and
transformative strategy. This article has demonstrated
the importance of embracing pedagogical tolerance as
a vital aspect of personal and academic growth,
especially in the context of an interconnected and
diverse world. By adopting a competency-based
framework, higher education institutions can
effectively address the challenges faced in promoting
tolerance and create an inclusive learning environment
that nurtures empathy, open-mindedness, and
respectful engagement.

The competency-based approach identifies and
prioritizes key competencies essential for fostering
pedagogical tolerance. Through the cultivation of
cultural awareness, effective communication, critical
thinking, empathy, collaboration, and conflict
resolution, students are equipped with the necessary
skills to navigate complexities and appreciate diverse
perspectives. This holistic development goes beyond
traditional subject-specific knowledge, shaping well-
rounded individuals capable of thriving in a globalized
society.

The implementation of the competency-based
approach necessitates a departure from the
conventional one-size-fits-all teaching methods.
Faculty development programs and curriculum design
modifications play a crucial role in seamlessly
integrating pedagogical tolerance competencies into
the learning experience. Student-centered learning
initiatives and campus-wide inclusive projects further
reinforce the values of acceptance, mutual respect,
and understanding.
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