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ABSTRACT

This article gives full information on representation of applying the method of oral history in Russian
history. The practical application of this method in historical researches was discussed in detail by
Russian historians in scientific seminars in the last years of the Soviet Union. Therefore it is logical to
include some scientific works created during the Soviet era in categorizing the researches on oral
history in Russia. So, our aim is to discuss the method of oral history in Russian researches.
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INTRODUCTION

The works of Russian researchers on oral
history are noteworthy for their wide-ranging
and controversial nature. The practical
application of this method in historical
researches was discussed in detail by Russian
historians in scientific seminars in the last
years of the Soviet Union. Therefore it is
logical to include some scientific works
created during the Soviet era in categorizing
the researches on oral history in Russia.

THE MAIN PART

One of the works on oral history was
conducted by V.D. Duvaking who recorded
and interviewed more than 800 respondents
such as writers, scientists, poets, painters,
artists, and directors in the process of
developing phono-documents on Russian
culture and history of science in twentieth
century[1]. V.D. Duvakin's interview materials
are categorized into three groups: 1)
monographs; 2) extended conversations; 3)
multi-topic conversations.
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Although this study is an important source in
the study of the history of Russian culture and
science in the twentieth century, some of the
methods of the oral history were used during
interviews conducted during the study. In
particular, no technical means were used
during the interview and, the conversations
were not transcribed. Nevertheless, these
scientific studies somehow reflected the new
method that was developed extensively in the
United States and Western Europe. This, in
turn led to an increase of the interest of
Russian researchers in this method. It was
started in the article of archival experts N.P.
Kuznetsova and V.M. Surinov who presented
brief information about the implementation of
programs on oral history abroad[2]. It
provides information about the interviews
with representatives of different sciences and
the collections in which the memoirs of
scientists and artists were gathered during the
research conducted in Australia. The authors
of the article tried to show the practical
results of the new method to the general
scientific community on the basis of their brief
references applying for foreign experience.

According to the characteristics, a co-
authored work ‘“Reppresirovannaya Nauka
(Repressed Science)” prepared by a group of
scholars under M.G. Yaroshevsky could be
presented among the studies in which the oral
history method was used in the early
1990s[3]. It is illustrated dramatic events in
Soviet science in the 1930s and 1960s by the
testimonies of a number of prominent Russian
scientists.

Methodological issues of oral history began to
appear in scientific works of Soviet
researchers in the late 1980s. In particular,
such researchers as T.N. Musatova, V.M.
Vinogradov, M.Ya. Rozhansky analyzed the
method on historical issues in interviews, the
significance of materials on oral history as a
source, and of critique of source studies, as
well as the issue of long-term preservation of
oral sources in their researches[4].
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Accordingly  these studies highlighted
important aspects of the oral history method.

The first PhD dissertation which reflects the
theoretical issues of oral history in Russia was
written by D.N. Khubova. The researcher
attempted to illustrate a number of
theoretical and practical aspects of the
method of oral history in her research work
and in monograph based on it. In particular[5],
she focuses on the technical problems of
documenting oral sources, making priority in
selection of respondents, transcription of oral
documents and their use in scientific
circulation. Besides, the author discusses the
origin of the term oral history and the
development of this method using examples
of United States, Great Britain, and France.
The significance of the investigation of this
researcher is that she gives her specific
proposals to organize the archives of oral
sources. However, since this work has been
one of the early researches of Russian
specialists in oral history, it doesn’t avoid the
shortcomings. For instance, the researcher
failed to disclose the essence of the modern
historiographical concept of oral history,
which she wanted to do in the part of
introduction of the work. In addition, she
stated that the method of oral history in the
United States was first introduced by A.
Nevins in 1948[6]. However, according to
sources, the first work that embodies some
features of the oral history method in the
United States was written by a journalist and a
historian Studs Terckle from Chicago in the
1930s, where the author interviewed the
eyewitnesses and victims of slavery in their
young age in the south of the USA in the
1930s. Later, S. Terckle's research led to data
collection and start of studies based on the
oral history method in the United States.

Another PhD dissertation on oral history was
defended by a researcher M.V. Mokrova. The
work illustrates the analysis of the term “oral
history”, the influence of the development of
technical means on oral history,
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interdisciplinary relationship, and methods of
conducting research in oral history[7].
However, the study of the research shows
that the author does not sufficiently disclose
data collected on the basis of the oral history
method used in this dissertation by analyzing
source studies, but avoiding the main purpose
attempting to answer the question of
whether a respondent or a researcher is the
author of the document relating to the oral
history.

One of the scientific research conducted in
Russia is the work of M.V. Loskutova:
“Reading book of Oral History”’[8] which was
published in 2003. The theoretical and
practical issues of the method of oral history
were presented on the basis of scientific
articles and researches of foreign experts. This
work is valuable due to clear approaches on
the aims and objectives of oral history by
researchers such as M. Frisch, A. Portelli, Y.
Vansin, P. Thompson and etc. who had rich
practice in the methods of “oral history”.

It should be noted that reading of this book
explains the general aspects of oral history.
However, it does not present its methodic
aspects such as the organization of the
interview, the use of technical means during
the interview, as well as organization and
storage of archives. Furthermore, the book
does not entirely disclose the researchers
conducted in the field of oral history in the
United States and Western Europe. The
author of the book, rich on data, did not
mention valuable works like: Battimer's
research “Put v geografiyu (A road to
Geography)”’[9] who was the first recorded
the interviews on video tape, V. Mossa's work
“Oral History: An Appreciation”[10] which is
dedicated to the analysis of oral history
sources.

Professor T.K. Scheglova has been using the
method of oral history in practice for a long
time and has carried out fundamental
research work on it. Scheglova's textbook
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covers extensive theoretical and practical
aspects of the oral history method, as well as
thematic questions and questionnaires are
presented to learners based on the oral
history method. The author of this textbook
has perfected the work by deeply analyzing
the scientific researches in which the
theoretical aspects had been illustrated. In
addition, she studied the situation of
agriculture and peasantry in Altai territory in
the twentieth century applying for the
method, and published the derived results in
her monograph[11]. This, in turn, indicates that
the author had conducted a thorough
theoretical and practical research of the oral
history method before publishing the
textbook.

Russian historians are very interested in the
field of oral history. What is more, scientific
conferences have been held for several years
on the importance of this method in terms of
representation historical reality. The speeches
and collections of published scientific articles
at these conferences are considered as
important sources in the study of oral history
method[12]. The theoretical and practical
aspects of the method are reflected in the
published materials of the seminar held by
Barnaul State Pedagogical University and its
partner organizations[13].

In that scientific collection, M.V. Loskutova's
article  entitled  “Ustnaya istoriya v
Velikobritanii i SSHA v 1990-x - nachale 2000-x
gg.: obzor osnovnykh tendentsiy i isledovaniy,
posvyashchennykh istorii Rossii i SSSR (Oral
History in Great Britain and the USA in 1990ies
- beginning 2000ies: the reflection of main
tendencies and researches devoted to Russia
and the USSR)” has a special value[14]. In the
article the author examines the dynamics of
changes of the main trends of the oral history
conducted in the United States and the United
Kingdom.

According to the author, the content,
theoretical and conceptual foundations and
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trends of the research linking with oral history
have changed in context of socio-economic
changes. While initially the research
composed biographies of political elites, later
focused on the lives of workers. As a result,
there appeared a tendency to study history
from below.

D.N. Khubova in her article “Ustnyj arkhiv:
tekhnologija dokumentirovanija v ustnoj istorii
(Oral history: =~ the  technology  of
documentation in oral history)”, focused on
the problem of archiving the materials
collected on the basis of oral history[15].
According to her, despite effective
involvement researches in oral history in
Western Europe, the issue of documenting
and archiving oral sources has not yet been
developed. This, in turn, causes difficulties for
researchers to place their materials in
archives. The author proposed to develop a
unique standard for archiving oral sources
carrying out international scientific-practical
seminars.

The method of oral history has a specific role
in Russian historiography. There have been
carried out a number of works applying this
method in practice. These researches, concern
the history of cities and villages as the object
of study.

The studies metioned above as examples on
the theoretical and practical aspects of the
method of oral history conducted by Russian
researchers represent the development of
Russian research school in this new field of
study.
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